
Syllabus for Middle School Civics 6-8th Grade 
Spring 2019 

Mentor:  Mrs. Jenny Aschenbrand 
336-394-5701 

 

Purpose:   Study important elements of American government and understand what it means to be  
  a good citizen 
 

Supplies:   Syllabus (Bring the one given in Fall semester; I will add supplemental pages the first  
  day of class for the Spring Semester) 
  Set of 12 (or more) colored pencils, sharpened 
  3 ringer binder with notebook paper 
 
Class Description:  This course is a fun activity-based class focusing on key elements of American 
civics/government and not intended to be a primary history course. Class time will include teacher-led 
lesson time as well as group discussions, acting out skits, and “Did you know” stories —lesser known 
stories that will hopefully spark the student's interest in American history and develop an appreciation 
for our Founding Fathers and other historical characters. Students of all learning styles should enjoy 
this fun approach while learning quite a bit about our American government and history. A short 
worksheet may be assigned each week. Spring semester emphasis will be: the 100 Citizenship Test 
questions, the election process (students will participate in a Coke vs Pepsi election), famous 
documents and speeches, and state and local governments. A President's Project will be completed in 
the spring semester with a short report and oral presentation over one of our former presidents. 
 
Worksheets will be handed out to the students at the beginning of the semester to be placed in their 
binder.  Please bring every week to class.  Most weeks will have a worksheet assigned for homework, 
as well as a review of the Citizenship Test Questions. 
 
PLEASE NOTE:   
This class purpose is to teach about our great American government and our civic responsibility.  As the 
mentor, I will not speak negatively about any elected official, past or present.  No negative comments 
about politicians or political parties will be allowed in class. We will not cover election results or 
current politics.   It is understandable that students in the class will represent families with possible 
different backgrounds and viewpoints politically.  Our class attitude will be that we as Christians are to 
“pray for all who are in authority.” (I Timothy 2:1-4)  Please discuss this with your student, and ask 
them not to assume everyone in their class may have the same political opinions as that of your family. 
 
Projects:  There are no quizzes and tests, but students will be graded on the President Presentation. 
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

President Presentation: 
Due Feb 22nd 

 
Student will choose any of the past Presidents or First Ladies of the U.S.  Student should prepare a 
speech between 2-3 minutes.  The notes for the speech must be written out on a sheet of paper and read, 
or written on note cards.   
Students must use 1 visual aid (picture, poster, or relevant prop) 
The presentation can include interesting facts about the President, funny stories, quotes, etc.  Necessary 
info to cover:  Date President served, where he was from, full name, major accomplishments or 
happenings during his presidency.  Sign up for President by Feb 1. 


