
Civics and Government -- Fall 2019 
 

Fridays, 10:00-11:00 
 

Mentor: Beth Woods 
Woods777@aol.com 

336-480-4551 
Please feel free to email, text or call me with questions.  I prefer texts for quick questions and email 
for more complicated ones.  I am usually pretty quick to respond.   

 
 

Text / Materials Required 
$15 manual purchased from the mentor.  This will be given as loose-leaf papers in a small 3-ring binder.  
You may put them in a larger binder with other classes if you wish.  We will be adding pages to the manual 
throughout the year.   
 
 
Class Description 
This course is a hands-on, interactive, but comprehensive study of government at the local, state, national 
and international levels, as well as the civic rights and duties of citizens. We will role-play, complete visual 
learning projects and compile a notebook of activities. We will examine the historical events that led to the 
writing of the Constitution and the impact that this crucial document still has on us today. We will take an in-
depth look at the three branches of government described in Articles I, II, and III and the system of checks 
and balances that allow this type of government to function properly.  
 
You will understand the importance of being a well-informed voter and will gain an appreciation for the rights 
that Americans enjoy due to the Bill of Rights. There will be a brief study of forms of government in other 
countries.  
 
Integrated into this class will be three special events:  
1.) A mock election, where participants will create a campaign to elect an official and go through the voting 
process.  
2.) A mock legislative session, where participants will draft a bill and follow its progress through the 
legislature.  (second semester) 
3.) A mock trial, where participants will carry a case based on a Constitutional question through the workings 
of the court.  (second semester) 
 
 
Grading 
I will give grades with equal weight on written work and class participation.  There won’t be a lot of work 
outside of class, but I do expect students to pay attention and participate in class.  
  



Civics and Government -- Fall 2019 
 

Before Sept 6:  Read the US Constitution (available in your manual or online – just Google US 
Constitution.)  Don’t worry if you don’t understand it all!

Sept 6:  Spirit of America: What is Civics?  What is Government?  What’s the 
difference? 

Sept 13:  What is democracy? Communism? Socialism? What’s the difference? 

Sept 20:  Rights and duties of American citizens 

Sept 27:  How did America’s government get formed?   
***progress reports go home 

Oct 4:  One country, many governments?  

Oct 11:  Constitution basics 

Oct 18:  One government, three branches (or is it four?) 

Oct 25:  Executive branch basics part 1 

Nov 1:  Executive branch basics part 2 
***progress reports go home 

Nov 8:  The election process 

Nov 15:  Mock election part 1 

Nov 22:  Mock election part 2 

Nov 29 No classes--Thanksgiving 

Dec 6:  The victory party! 
 
 
 
Second semester topics:  the legislative branch, the judicial branch, the “fourth branch” 

(administrative agencies), a mock bill, a mock trial, law in our everyday 
lives, role of government in the economy 


